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MartinLogan enjoys a place at the mantle
occupied by a relatively small group of state of the
art speaker companies enduring the test of time.
Nearing its third decade, the Lawrence, Kansas
company first impressed critics, audiophiles, and
industry professionals at the 1983 Consumer
Electronics Show, and now have a devoted
following.
Gayle Martin Sanders and Ron Logan Sutherland started MartinLogan (the
company name a combination of middle names) with a very specific goal in mind:
perfect the electrostatic design loudspeaker (ESL). I admit having a particularly
soft spot in my heart for electrostatics as I grew up listening to my father’s Quad
57s. The immediacy, and total lack of enclosure colorations have seduced many
audiophiles for decades.
MartinLogan has released many groundbreaking products since its inception, and
has an impressive legacy of previous models. ShoreView Industries, who also
owns Paradigm and Anthem, purchased the company was in 2005. Paradigm is
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another brand I have written about very enthusiastically over the last several years.
MartinLogan products are still designed in Kansas, but are mostly manufactured
in the same state of the art facility in Canada as the Paradigm products.
I happily received in for review a pair of the Ethos, from their Reserve ESL Series.
The Ethos is priced at $6795 per pair. There are three other speakers above the
Ethos in the Reserve, line including the Montis, Summit, and their flagship, the
mighty CLX ART. Additionally, MartinLogan offers the more affordable ESL Series,
the ElectroMotion™ Series, and several unique solutions for home theater and in
wall use. They also developed the Motion™ Series, which consists of hybrid
speakers in traditional enclosures.
Allow me a very brief history of Electrostatic loudspeakers. Believe it or not, Bell
Telephone Laboratories produced the first ESL in the 1920s. Arthur Janzen, a
young Naval engineer in the late 1940s, further explored and advanced the
technology. And the 1950s, Peter Walker developed the Quad ESL, which for
many, set the standard going forward. Through the decades, many companies
developed their version of the technology, including KLH, Sound Lab, Acoustat,
Stax, and even to this day, we have Sanders Sound Systems, King Sound, and
others.
All the gifted designers and engineers involved in the development of ESLs all had
one common mission: to overcome the inherent performance issues -- the
inability to play at very loud volumes, limited deep bass, and overall reliability.
These limitations are due to the way ESLs work. Instead of cones, diaphragms,
ribbons, or domes, ESLs produce sound using an electrically charged panel
consisting of a diaphragm, stator, and spacers. ESLs are also dipoles, which
means they produce sound equally from the front and back. Lastly, ESLs need to
be plugged into a power source to maintain a constant charge.
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Many solutions have been developed to prevent ESLs from Article Index
being damaged from overload, and to allow them to play
MartinLogan Ethos
louder and to exhibit realistic bass performance.
Loudspeakers Review
Reinforced panels, advanced materials, and overall better Set Up
construction are the norm today. Many ESLs in the modern Listening Part One
era also employ active bass modules. Allowing a passive Listening Part Two
or powered woofer to handle the majority of low end
Conclusion
solves many issues and allows the panel to work stress
free, and seems to be the best way to make full range ESLs affordable.
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MartinLogan has a slew of proprietary
innovations that make their speakers different
than most other ESLs. A basket of technologies
make up the actual transducer, which they call
XStat™. AirFrame™ Technology employs “ultra
rigid extruded aerospace-grade aluminum” to
maximize performance of the electrostatic panel.
perhaps MartinLogan's crown jewel innovation,
uses a curved panel to achieve controlled
dispersion without compromising sound quality,
but its unique simplicity is also quite ingenious.

CEDIA.org

Ads by Google

Last, but not least, MartinLogan touts PoweredForce™ Bass technology, which is used
in the active module at the base of the speaker. They claim distortion free bass down to
34 Hz. They also used sophisticated DSP and a powerful 200-watt onboard amplifier.
An 8" passive polypropylene radiator augments the 8" aluminum cone woofer. The
woofer modules are finished in attractive wood veneers, and my review sample arrived
in a lovely cherry finish.
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Set Up:
There are a few things to consider when setting of Electrostatic speakers. Although the
Ethos proved to be pretty hassle free, dipoles, which radiate sound front and back,
generally like lot of space around them. MartinLoglan claims that, due to the unique
dispersion characteristics of their panels, they are much more forgiving and workable in
more confined listening areas. They do however suggest that surfaces be neutral -- not
too reflective, and not too soft. I was able to manage around three feet around all
surfaces of the speaker.
After installing the supplied high quality spikes, the rest of the set up included plugging
in both speakers into my Audience power conditioner and connecting the speaker
cable. I used a pair of Shunyata Venom power cords, and Transparent MM2 Super
speaker cable. I initially started with very little toe in, but over the course of several hours
I increased the toe in angle until I felt
I had a good center image.
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